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Remarks on the Pragmatic Function of
the Sentence Final “NJANAI(KA)”

Tomoko Misumi

This paper argues that in the Japanese language, the sentence final form
“NJANAI(KA)” has four different pragmatic interpretations : 1) the speaker intends
to negate a particular proposition asserted by hearer which is contradictory to the
speaker’s initial presupposition; 2) the speaker admit or support a particular propo-
sition newly asserted by the hearer, which contradicts the speaker’s previous
presupposition; 3) the speaker intend to show his/her negative attitude toward a
particular proposition asserted by the hearer and 4) the speaker intends to imply that

he/she is not confident enough of the validity of the statement which he/she has
made.
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The speaker utters “Isn’t the door open” rather than “Is the door open”
because there is some conflict between his prior belief that p is true and present

evidence which would tend to suggest that ~p is true. He questions ~p because

23

MENERERER



SENFEME  MANERFRFRILE 565, 20005

Baa P72 565 (20009)

it is the negative proposition that occasions his doubt or surprise.
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NAD [P v+ 4 (F) ] OEHNERE

4-4, BREGBEHMEZFHRAICTERFRI £WHE

44TRTT VP FA NI GEEmELEE FmEOMICTERRIIER O
B, ZO[Y T v A ) NEFI @27 TRT &I EEEDOHERE DK
Wr A RTEAEEA LGNS, FIXECHIEFIXG)DOHIETH %,

RN =06 PRI VAT .&ARA, ATV LETORKICHAGATIS)
AL CPELSSWESZD T ZH
2ReJy L A—-E . A30E T 2 T B U VA L el (1)
[R5 ED %]
(R ERBFHREZTRT,

FHL@DIZ I LT ABEEIZHIE L 72NEA A TS, ZDOXH &[>~
Vo4 )R RITE TR N OO B [HEE ) (HEPH . 1988) R0 [ ASHEFZ 722 Flbr |
(ZE. 1999 2R TEDTHHEEZLD,

PLEA43. 442 RTE 43DV Vv F A (L. EEOHFREIEE TFO
MEETRETEEVIBENTE > TS, ZhiZ 41Dy Py F 4 ()] EKZE
KBEBETHD, ZOBERKIIIZAID[ VY v F A (MIIHB EASHTREZ N
TWaZenELZONDS, LAFTATRE IS Z L THEHIRARE SN ZTD
B4 N 43D v D v A4 ()] TREEHM AR S THWBE D EH 2
5, ZLTC 44D v F A4 (NN A3ID[ Vv F A4 (OB EVIR R L
FE-EREELZOGN D,

5. 88— > v 1 (H)IDOEROEE
XKDV vt 4 ()] OERMERIC DLW T GEEMEICLSHEZ TOmED
BREEVWOHEAEAPSER L, XRD[ VY ¥+ 4 (H)|DOBEHPEEL. ZOEE
B> 6RO EHIZHEHEN D,
FF [P F A4 NN EERERIX v ¥ v A ()7 | OB R & 1@
THBE. T hbD SEEDOMAmELHEE FadE LT 5K T. ()~
Dy FA (M TORINBFEEOFGELHE THELEET 2L EHTL5E
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Rz QEEFEOHMESME FMEEEHET IMELET5HE6YH5, TL
T.ZDEIEBEAFTE [V Yy A4 )ik TREATREIhI WO E
FRREER-> T 5,

KIZ.P)VETTIEEFHEIIN L CEBEOHEEHM 2R3> Y v F A
(MIHH B, T GFEEOBELHM 2T 58E 2R TEALEIONDS, Z
Oz, @FEEDOHBELEEFONEOMICHEERRIT AL . wEICT S {KOFE
EEERTIVOrx T4 H 3., ZHIETIRIZESD 5 3 55E O NHED & HT
ARTERE L THEHERATWEEDEELS, ZThoD[yPr 40N ]iE. L
HERTRFBEEINDI LW FHENRR AR -> T35,

Fe T EEREIE EERRS Y P v H A () A AT LB, S
WEL. Vv FA ()R &S EHEGEREEETS50DQD[ VP v T
A6 FANEEHWAETRT Q) DIV v 4 ()N E L TEEHM O
WANERBIEATELZSDEEZ S, ZOHERKE LTI, THREHAL LAEH
DBNR FEH A OBEBATETIILL SBEOEEREICRATNE I B E
BELONDZBINEDREHIZE S ITRETE2ET S,

6. HBbHYIC

FRTIEOCRDO[ v ¥ v+ 4 O3 EEERX] ¥ 2 v v 4 (/)7 OB
e bt EEMELEEZFOREOHATERES T by 7L LT [V
CrFANICADOTEEBRPEENDE L AREHEL -, BABEBFI BT
[V Y v T4 (D) ERE2EET IR, 20X LR#E R X H 72338 k%
BT NETHBELEHIELD, BRAWERRO 23 Th < GEREBEC
EHLMIRTEI LR . SHROAFREBREFICL > TLLRERATH S,

<&E>

L [¥DxF AR FNTA S IDRGEETH B[V v F 4 (D) EIRT B b1
EEFICHECHEDLNS[ Y Py T A M) OH EFERT S, £ FMTRT[ Y v T A
M T TrF Ao FA O r Ty P v F AT 20 |2 RHT B0
&5,
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XKD [ xF A (F) | OFFEREGHERE
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B aa PHAF 725565 (20004F)

<fFE2> AR, 199941 H BN AR FER TR S BPFAT R PHI IR U - Eaeg [ SOR
DY) VxF A (h) OBKEBRICET I —FEIO—F2HERELZEDTYT, AFRD
ERIZH-D ABREIACHERERAE LY 2 —) SARRAE S A (REKRFRERD)LOE
HATHEEWEEE L, 72 HEICH- 0 MBKEBRLLE (FFHASNEREITER) . H
BEREE (RSN E R ICIHE W2 E L, OLDELHEL LT E Y,
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