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Discourse analysis of English native-speakers as
Japaneselanguégelearners:
The study of the speaker’s psychological viewpoint
and expression

Chikako Sato

This paper compares the discourse of English native-speakers in Japanese to
that of Japanese native-speakers. Because of the inter-connection between languages
and their cultures, the way of expression in English is different to the way of
expression in Japanese. For example, while English native-speakers tend to describe
an event exactly as it occurred, Japanese native-speakers describe it from their
individual perspectives. To illustrate this, I have focused on passives and verbs of
giving, which have original characteristics in Japanese. I argue that one of the
reasons why the discourse of English native-speakers tends to be unnatural is this
difference in viewpoint of the speaker that exists between Japanese native-speakers
and English native-speakers.
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