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The function of Jananese particle MO on the semantic
level — the scope and focus of MO —

Taketo Ito

This paper discusses the scope and focus of Jananese particle MO called
‘TORITATEJYOSHTI and the functions of the particle on the semantic level.lt has
been said that MO has some gramatical functions called “TORITATE’. The usage of
MO is mainly classified into 3types: (1) Also; Too ‘DOURUI/RUIKA’, (2)Even ‘1GAl/
KYOUTYOU’, (3) Exclamation; Admiration ‘YAWARAGE/EITAN'. In Ito, it has
been pointed out that those usage must not be discussed on the same level and
proposed that (1) should be dealt with on the Semantic level and (2), (3) on
Pragmaitc level. In this proposal,the study of the scope and focus plays very
important roles.I will demonstrate the regulations of the scope and focus that MO
indicates. This paper argues that (a) the scope equals to its Proposition and is
immovable, (b) the focus varies in 3types depending on the relations of Proposition
attached with MO and another Proposition such as (i) NP focus, (i) VP focus, (iii)
P (=Proposition) focus.
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