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Court Interpreter’s Dilemma:
Word Translation vs.
Cultural Interpretation

NApAMITSU Yoko

As Japan hosts an increasing number of foreign workers and visitors,
more non-Japanese are appearing as defendants in the country’s
courts. Most of these defendants are not fluent in Japanese and
require court interpreters. Based on in-depth interviews with court
interpreters, this paper considers the practicality of the law’s atti-
tude toward accuracy of translation and the interpreter’s role.
Courts define “accurate” translation as word-for-word code switch-
ing, which strives for formal correspondence. This position on
translation is based on the assumption that what is said in one
language can be said and understood in another with no loss of
substance, form or effect. In such a view, the interpreter’s act is
regarded as a mechanistic process in which the interpreter functions
transparently as a mere conduit for words. It appears that the
courts do not understand the communicative complexities involved
in translation process and tend to undervalue the interpreter’s role.
In reality, however, the interpreters play a more active, significant
role than the court system recognizes. This interview survey illus-
trates how the interpreters handle the intercultural translation prob-
lems faced at court. Important points raised in this paper include
the following: the interpreters need to use their discretion and
judgment to convey the speaker’s intent and not merely the
speaker’s words. While trying to retain maximal correspondence of
form and content, they also seek “dynamic equivalence,” based on
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the idea that the translated message should have the same effect on
the target-language listeners as the message had for the source-
language listener. They pay close attention to the cultural and
social context not only of verbal messages but also communication
styles and non-verbal cues of the speakers. This study suggests
that courts need to have a more realistic understanding of the
interpreter’s role and recognize their professional status as key
players in court proceedings.
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TWHEWNWISIRCEDLNRDEZARHDETOT, L5V LETY
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FIEEMDOH D Z LRI N T WD, BIRA H411d, 20X 5 2FEAIE L
FRYVIBRTERWE L, BMEYBTA720 TR ThAWEE->TE4
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HENFEBROAEEERRRICE-SZ LA LD LI T35 O AORTI
BERT DA, T2 TREHEADS Thhbin, LEZLNEMBTEDD
X, HEMERZMSERALZTTHA S,

B) aIaz=kFk— a3 AXANL
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ADHIREZEEL 52555,

FEEZEE T VR T, B2 BRI, Py wERADESIX, 1
VL EW, o TRDATTITNRE, D, LD ELZD, 1TV, b
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EEREARFEESTDLEIOND, BRIV EVWEET IR DA
T LR, #I3THLENBEFOEAE, DOBRIZEERY ITFHRT
v D—h D ELSERERVE, FERMICEIZ 2 5FJEM L0 £
Ihe T, L»LEDOEBOL—LTWIDIZ, 265 TRIED —
PRI L DT, BTTRLEFVWWATTIIY., #hd e
WEHLTHEWT, bLTELHRABRLZLEEOHIRLEZ AW L,
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HWIRA #3, #2412, #RFROYENTCHa I a=r— 3 > Tik
FRIZIAFTADAS A=V EfEDRVWEVESTL, BERETIBEWICET
DN DAEEMR DD L EREEL, XFTBVRESF, BARELLTT
BREBICEVWVEATEBRE T2 LT, LIHFEROFEG 212055 L L
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SRZTOEET, BRENZEFBOR XA N E2FEHICE LT — SIS
L7cb D&, HEREBICEAY, BRItk > T, BEF0IEA
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WhHIiCRbaInd, o690 L L, BELCEL 24 A L (hyperfor-
mal) & % 9 TRVWEWEH & OB TIX, Mo WEEICHER I NI H D,
BN LR 3TEE THHIRZE A TR Y, FEOBER e 2= v 7 &
DHEEERBEIZBWTLLLNTZDTH S, = ? Berk-Seligson DEER
. BIRADEE L FOEXREZHEF LA D ET “powerful filter” (58777
Ty g—) ELT, RKERFENERELIDLZZILEZBALMNILILEEL
5,

E7, BRRLEANBRZERSE TREATIHA L., EmoxXFbanr
RO Z U 7Bak N #2 OfEf I3 BKEV.. BF A v & — U & 2Ok
IZ2\ T, Bucholtz (1995) (2, TF A vt — Y XL L 2HEE, VWi
WCHEBHELGTBRLZELTL, AU LICEEND, EEOKEVIRL,
BEELZEVWH., Tho, TFo, Rl A, 1 b E— 3L 8EHE
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4) FEEFEA LV
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F. BHEFAAE S L O ICBIRESEOB SMAMERRET T, FELF
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KENVEIEBER AFFEIZE B2 Nancy Nicholson f%i%, 1998 £ HA T
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WOFIRIZAR DV T Lh, L2528, FOLEMELEBELEFS> N
BRIZz ool nd L RBRELABLATEIWIFEL L L,
T35k, bL2T2E, FTHIFHLRS T22 b, b Livkvy,
(#2)
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Do

PIAET. ZHITES LLAUERALEIT Y, AizF L TEWHE
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WEHT LW ERTIE V.. BAEATHHIREVW RS EEXLEBTE S
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Bt ooE,. FEBREOCEMZEEI N IO 0EE., oz, HE
BPHEESPEVEIL 28T 5 EEEOEY FEBRERE T Z & £ THEK
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3) 1960 EX o OHERES 2 EDOAEERD DHZFERBEER L LT, 1978

5’@ (o TEFEIFTIBER A i (Court Interpreters Act) 23H[%E & 4v, IR ECHIFT
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