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A Case Report on the Study of Cultural

Modes of the Japanese: Social Ways of
Thinking and Behavior

KoMmaTsu Teruyuki

This paper is a case report for the author’s class on Japanese social
behavior: Japanese ways of thinking and behavior. The course is
offered primarily to international students from western countries as a
Japanese studies program at the Institute for Japanese Studies at
Nagoya Gakuin University. This paper covers the outline of my
course from (1) course planning: students’ attribution, research method,
texts (2) references (3) class management (4) conclusion, and (5)
appendix-syllabus. The important issues are how to program an
effective course work, how to identify students’ needs and academic
background, effective research method, selection of effective texts and
references, and effective program management. Since this area of
study requires an interdisciplinary approach, the author sets frame-
works for effective teaching and learning. The first framework for
research includes four factors, i1.e. understanding the self, understand-
ing others, understanding one’s own culture and society, and learning
the foreign culture and society. The second framework is the tradi-
tional ideas, i.e. up and down relations, tatemae and honne, give and
receive relations, front versus rear, and public versus private. The
third framework is on the social attribution, i.e., gender, age and social
position. These frameworks interact with each other to create cul-
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tural enforcements which shape Japanese social behaviors.

%—7—F: HRAOHEATE: B ABOTIHR. AAAOHS
fT8): JIC K 2 M, HARBIMIE: i & NEENT 70—

I. [EU&IC

AmOHMIZ., EED 1988 ENSBET T 14 FERFHY L T X /-8R
"HABALS: HRAORE - T8OXHERL ONEZFMICHRET S
ERRFIS, FFICRORD 6 DFFAEI T 5 (FE VRNV TOEFEIZL )%
BF—<DHREHE. BHFEHECOWTHLNIL, SHOMEN L%
B HEHECEDLABRE I 7o —F LI ETHLDTH D,

1964 IRV INTAHEBRFERKRFEIE, 1967 FEIXT XY DT T A
H AV TRAMKRE@RATITRAA - 7377 4 v 7 REFE)E DB THEADIZH
Hrzfa L, LR, SHE T, S5 FEMPFEORKEEML TEL, K
F0 b OWINIREREFEZ, 7TA)HOREREDLLE LTI EHOEY
BE - 208 %E PEMoTHIEZELED T, BIE 100 LRI
Thbo 1988 F0 L IIEBRHOBBEOIRIER V. AE 2 HARE
I—R% THEZEAEBE (Institute for Japanese Studies)) #lfk& U Tk
L7z MFEANR TR, 30 BBORFELZZIT AN, HEEL HEMED
TEHCHREEEML TV DE, BFEIREHDT A A2 5 OTEF 5,
THEH, MWIZDF—AIFTY T, #F5, FA4Y, RELREDLS DB
EHEEIN TS,

II. BLEE HAAFHSE: AFAOHSITTE, OWEEH
EEVFHEHULTEHEEIL, AATRET - RO HERFFRBE L LT
S, BEEIETHEFBIZLI>TEBLTE, COFBEOHWIZ, B
RHFHEOBERE L BARANOHSTH L BERRNE2EZZ2 2L 2512H
B ERIIHET AT L EABAITEIE OMb ) 2EZHN L4083,
2EE HEFEBEEZELITHO R 0MBHEBL TEETLE A
WKEEPBEIPNTYS, 21 EVIBRLNEFRNT, 22
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ILEREZ L OEFEIT L CZOL I ICKELFEIIODVWTHBET LI &
EESTIER L, HFEICE-TH, CORBEICHET L Z LT REH
LwZEtlbhd, L2LAR2S, HERXILOREFIZH B XILifakk &
BEZ - ImHoOZE oz X DiE<HBT L LIZMEETHL L., F21C
HARGEOEEH LR H L EEZ 5 b,

1. ¥EEEFEOEMICOVWT

MR EICBOWTERELRAFAA v M, %2 EOBRED L)L THIF
TENENH) L THDL, WETHEDRL LTS 5HBE. F92EED
HEMEREFBLOME - EREZMAZI L, ZFLTEBNBINZTHER
AN, MEINLILDTHLIENEETHL, TITEITEREDY
ZHEOTRTMETLE, KO#EY) ThHhbH,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

RKEBIIT 2 ) 5 (KFEE) DL OFEHETH . BETOHARGEE
BRI 1 FEU R B BEEULETHS,

o DFEMTIPED L2V 1ETHY., F¥AMIBBELRH
FEHE N OBARICEEASEIN TV S,
HASLRHERIZ OV TORLEIZHTH 505, HERFETHOHA
HE - HRMEOFBRERIC OV, BICEETEMN ML
ITo T, REKOFIIHAGELERE L. HROKRH - £
HRMEEOEREE 2-3HIG LB TH D,

HAMFEIZE L CTHEERBRIFRVD., DRSS Az LT
[ IEEAREVELE D > TWnb,
HAGERIIZOWTIE, MAERR LN LD, SRR
ATHRHLAFERLHAT 1-3 FMBEFIELZHIZ. HERFIZLS
2Ia=r—a VEEDIENL POHARZICOVTEHETE
WHB LR OE LV S, FNOLOEFLFELREWT, W¥E4EOH
AFRESEIORL NN DOEFEDE L, BHARGEICKL 2 CEE B oFEE
BEJNIHIRF T & v,

T EDOEBHENIIIEAEDR 1 FHWHZTOBERE L, BERED
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12-13 BIC5E3 %,

UED L) e RPEEROFEFREZZERL T, EEOBRDIZERD L
D R ERAAE B LIREL T b,

(1) WHK¥: #48, FRoH(EER - BIHER). HAMEOREN,
#H

(2) HAFERY: BKRTOZBEHMN., BEO LN - GH

(3) =ZERE~OHfFE: HAXL - *E~DBARR e Bk - BOHE, X
72 Z DFRFEIIHT LG E

(4) ZAbe: ChFECIHMLAE. WEMEE EREEARE

2. HEOWRSLE

F3ZdH. 1182000 FARZ EZ HEAZEBLOHEZITE) 2 I OF
BAICIDR L., 2o 2B T 5 LW ERZ R ENICER T L
REOBRBETURETHS ) Do HEMEGDA LR ST, AEPSHAEFLTE
kLT B AR, BAME ADLRHEOEZEDLIICL
THHTE, 2 ulICEBTELDTHAH, 20, FTEELE
FhiER 55w EIIRDEHTH S,

(a) DL HHURT, BFETF—~2FETHIRVOD (FEHBIBZE
& A

(b) DX R%¥EE - - BEEHESELMP D500 (HEHELH
#)

FIT, WHRELLFHREHE I OWICERT L0, UTORAER
(X 1,2)

BEOEFEICIZ. S ANEEN 7 7u—F 2 ERICEZ. JKEOBF
FEERRHIIH S - b - ABLDEZSBHLRBEE T, HEABRFOHRK
ZEBETLEIOE. BRAOHSITEIZ HEAMHE S X7 4 L HRKADIEHK
FEE - TEHHE L OFEVEDLDIZBWTHET L2513 5, BHED
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HAM&ZIE, BECH LWHESELZREBELTETWS, £OTOEAD
e, THABARAOESEE PWHEEFEULOHRTED X H IS
NTwah%k, SHa(ETHER BRlEASE, KEE, WE - HERERL
E)ERAWTHH - FET 5, #hiE. Thooflieds, BEOHALED
FhC, XL GE - HEOCHEOERICEELBEDLIISEL LEZONLDH
ThHb, TL-HSABEFICENZEBELERIZ. EAVEREEZETH D
JAWS (Japan Anthropology Workshop) (ZFTE L. FEXDOMFEHIEENA
B, TOF—<ORAEMEICH UTHRTIIFEFICEETESITHSL L
DEFBIZL B, JAWS OEETIEHI—av /N, F7=7, TAUHI, 7
V7. BERZHRLE LS AEZEEMET5 HANEEIEREL T
B o

WIZEERfE % FBIER T A LML, EFORIULLE DD Y LETF
HEEICL LD, Thbb, HROKRETHRERYE. #HRFEFHELTH
vk ) Y TOHEE, RBUEIRR(RER) 2 FEH L2896, 2&D
BEPEETHLEFZEZT5D,

R H TG BELEXLE ORI — T F VT
HH., HOWKWELLEN-A LD EE - ITEIHRA & BRUE~OBILBFE
o, B LMEE - TEHRZ¥E T 5, TS utXoh T, HF
EAEGRALEF 2TV DoD, FRICHECOBERER., WERB~OH /=%
Bk E, FL T, EREICE ) B b FEHE - BEMZED T
TLbDEEZLND, TD4DOBMAIE. [EVEROR - L% H
IZBWTid, BICFYBEICEREINLZFE 0L ATHA9. BLFEE
BWTEENF DS EHEELEZ TWS, 204 DOHEMSOEKIT
DUTomThbo

(1) BHCH@ - F¥AEE, BoEHD/ =V F ) 57— LAREBRICK§
LRI L IENLETH L. BT 5 RGP F
BHEOBURMERIC L > TRESBEENL 20, FEFEHD
HOOLEECH T 2 HFEFLETH ). EUE~DBEISITEIER
RaE&Nb,
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(2) MEHH — FFEEIT RO LEROHD L ME LD ABBEROD
Dﬁaﬁtf\A7/X®thﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂ7—/%E%Té
ZEDEETH L, RAIZHEZESAEAIX. BEICBITSAM
MROH 1 HISHT B EHIC, BAMEAICEB T2 ABBROH
D)ix TNENOTEOVY, TERLRTNIRS BV, ek
TEBEOHERIGICBWTIE, HFEELHEEIEOZET LRI
THEBPUETH Y., FIZEENIRRD 7 5 X TIXFEE H M.
FEBEHRMEDOANHBIRIZBIT 2R ULEBORSTIIEETDH
%o

(3) BXLEH —FEAIZ, REFHIIBNC, FTHEHOMALE
YALIZH T BIEVHB L ETH 5. FOHMZELICTT 58
OBEEWIZL > T, Eb~OF ) L BEEBIREL-5TL 5
PHoThHbd, LEGZEHEEBOEELIZ. BEIORESR, 8%, K
oy "8 BHBEREYL#ELZBEOXL - #EEZIIW T 5 T—#RE %
HHVIE THE FEHTEIVEEL TSI LETHS,

(4) BbHEBE — FFEEICE > TOHAMTRERIE, T IICELHEED
7eODFEPTHAH. HEXBITHEEXRFHEOHMIX., Fa—\Y
-2 a OB ERITHRL NV TOS LHEMF - HLEAUE £ )
ELRERWREL LD, ZOEKRTY. W¥EO HARKFRIZZ L
MO/ DI ITHR LM - RBRNFHEOBE L %05, AR
AP OB EN, BIROKHO L\ THAE~OHIE, %82 b#
FROZEFIZE > THERIEDREERELEbN S,

D4 DODORMEAZHET 51213, ROZEMWT SO0 —FHBLEIILRD
EEZEZLN G,

HEER — LEENT 70— F
MBI — DEECOL, A b)) v 7)) | HALE
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3. HHMMEY
BREOHKZIIAERT 2 ZHMPMLHIBR L BYITKD Ah, »OFELE)
ROICHZONZHEMEIE, EDXIRDBDTHA ) Do EEIHELT S
BHEIZBHSTEZIE, TTUDICEE L2 IThiE R 2w &, B54E
DHARFERADOMBE L HAMEICH T RO N-EZERBEIBITOLNS,
T CCTHEA, B B2 EIR - BT H5DITTH S, K¥EOYEE
i, BRREEEORENKRETHELR LNV THANRE S EXT 524 T
v, L2250, BRHEAREKICHT2B2I2EBEL 0B Y.,
WOHANETHINBEDOEMIED IBFSH TRV, WIFhIZLTH, BAER
HEOEREZHRLZTRIE L, BLEMEES L) NP EFICEE
TH5b,
BOABDE—EREE LT, FTHEAMKZCETLIEETF — <O
PRLETHSL, HEAHSOEEEEL2MS123. HHE¥FML 7 7o —F28
HETHD, TZTHERFNGEEBEIIL, ZOHRS@FFEIRICH
BREBLEZRORELEZ S, 1998 FEDOM RIS S (ISA) DEFRHIZ &
i, FEMET —< I TOH 50 OFFIRHRINA TV S,

& &EHEEER 232271, HBE. AE, <1 2051 —,
i, ZWIb. LVv—, 2324 —3a v, k. EHE - @ik,
fkER. BA. BN - amak - AR EOE. i 28T, BHRE,
T, BB HASE. AR—y. LB, &BTE. BRE B
BB, of. &5E5. BSL ZEa. KE =50, B¥E A0 #4
LH, R EBRE, EEE), AawE. BB, £NTE) & AL,
KT ol o NES | 3355

RIZ, 2001 FEO TS8P0 RBEME, CEZE) IR, &4
B - 0TIz oT 450 OFRENR) A P ERTWDE, TOHRTHERMS
DHEELXEZDHIZIZ. ROTOOF—IPEETHLEEIZIOLNS, &
HhE L 2E). Kk, B LEH, BELHE. HE80H8, A3 24—
Yav, HERIELHEIMETH L, EFOINT TOHBFRETIZ,
BRIE., BERE. ZhoMEiiis. Stscfb. AERRE, SFER L
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T8 X FPEORLHEHRE LTHEESNE 7 —<Th %,

RICLBELRLYAHIZ, HEOHAGRIIERT L THE%2H T —
V1 DRARTH B, Thid, FHEOHLESI XN ITLERTH S5, #HM
e L. HEAEOMBBEKE .02 M5 Z EIFEFICHEETHD, »hiC
HYUHMAURETH T - HF U LRERL TV, FYHHEORKE FHEKE LD
ZENHNE, TOEZIDIPHEIREFLELZDTHAH, ¥
72 BFEDONENOERDLE, BEHMBSBEOIL, SHREZEARANEHE
IBEPRON TV L0, HEDOHAANDAFEROSHKEEZMD 5 5
BMYPVLETHL, TOBRTEZFVFHHL VLD, YaFHr -5
TIDFEF V- TUM—Yar: HRAANOSMEZIEL T, (Rauch, Jona-
than (1992). The Outnation: A Search for the Soul of Japan. Boston:
Harvard Business School> T® 5%,

CORDEFIT 1990 FIZRKO L. HFFEH AR ZBOMCED, %
COHANEHRASVWHADOHSMELZHMWIZIRZ, BIMBAES - HX
ANDTEY HERBHA L7z FBERETAVIATr—F Y A MNT, BRIFE
G- BETHIEMTH L7720, NEMIZREMPERES o Tdniw
P EFELE ST, ZoFRIE THEEEE, & LTERT 2 HADH
SMELEHARANDOS ML EIGER T ALLERN L HED, O ERIZIEE %
ZEAWTHHLERZONDL, COEHFIZ2E, 180 R—IDLHELA, #
ETRATFDO1EEEZSZEZLME LTHHL TS, €2 TR EiFs s,
FRIEHEZRICHMNT 5,

HABT7EE. WAL E£HATE, KA. HEAM, B LFEE%E H
AFIRE HARMME IR, AR5 HEFHE T A7 A0 FEAHRC, M
AT, ZVARR =%, BRgW, HMELLTOT AU A A,
Iy —< M KOBE, 54 74 7V EEEFE. HROR
W, B ETHL, REREE. Y7 -~ OB L AE. UL REN.
R, ANERE, BARFEOMSOHEY. RABERIC X 5 HE
#l, HARANE HERPHEZI AT L0022, RIEMHOHK, bhvbitHAA,
HLREE 3 ODORLZ LB, MEDTH, MB5ENIF7-2N 5,
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L &)W WEREE, AFLKEWR, HEEH. Rl FToERK
HME, HARMENHEEDOR, BFREF—2T7—2, BEIVAT A,
KVATAEIRTIVEEE, RHAEROFE, B0, ZHNERA,
T ANG HADGEE, EREZAT AL, A YAV —KE, &7 7
7, HLJ), TH - Lo Liwd,. HAEERE ER%242T5

KRICEZLRITNWELRO VW EE, IS BANEGOS ML EEEES
ST EOORE(a e 7 NOBETHL, TOLODOEREL LT,
Finkelstein, B., Imamura, A. E., & Tobin, J. J. (Eds.). (1991). Transcend-
ing Stereotypes. Maine: Intercultural Press ZFIH L T 5%,

CHOEHED 1 BEIZRHAANCL o THELHIMESAIEMEN TV S,
Thbb, Thoid ™A TEET) T@BEte AR, "REE, "HFE-
BEERIfR) THDH, HERZIIBI LD ) 2HESESY, HEAAOR
ELITENCBIT 51TERE (Guiding Principle) ¥ LTA%AIZED LS5 %
AL SR E S (Cultural Enforcement) #5250, £LTHH—D2D
P E LTo THENENE) (S5 HARANDOBRZD, kL LR
A AAICSEZ500E2HBT L2 L1, HRADEE - 17BN %
BRATAL-DICIIEELRBL2LEER S, 2B, HEWEHRH LT, BX
DZE, EWDE. HIWVFOELRETH S,

4. BEXB

EL-BELEOEMRT. MELBEIEETH LA, REMEHICIE
EHOEBIZL > TRERLELZEXSERRY HBEXE & LTHMm
ENTWE, FLEEPEANICHEL-BZCEDHLEED 5, X
A MIBEO Y I NAZEDN, I TR BELMOL2Tb-L D
BELEDLNLIERZBNT S, FHUE 1993 FEITHEE S Wz TEIXHAK
##, (Reischauer, E. O., & Kato, I. (Eds.). (1993). Japan: An Illustrated
Encyclopedia. Kodansha> T3 0. 2000 N— T h 5% 5 HAEANFGOFILE
ERNTH D, FHHEREICED PN DOEEIE 1400 BITRE, AEIR7
S5 R ) EEROEHEIT 11000 DIHESHEEI TS, EEIZ, 2O
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WRKLEROMmD2S 3 48 (GEE, b, BHEAEICEHL, BET 5
250 B2 L7, S oDEHRIZ. HFEEOME FIEEICERLZEH T
HY., UTICFOEBHAZHBITRT 5,

(a) KKK - H#EICHET5HE:
Abortion, Adoption, Ancestor worship, Children’s day, Child welfare,
Child welfare law, Common law marriage, Consanguinity, Divorce,
Equal employment opportunity law for men and women, Equality of
the sexes under the law, Equal opportunity in education, Eugenic
protection law, Family, Family court, Family planning, Household
expenditures, Household registers, Housewives, Modern housing,
Housing problem, e, Kato Shizue, Kinship, Ko, Life cycle, Marriage,
Marriage law, Mukoirikon, Nakodo, Naturalization, Neighborhood as-
sociation, Nenchu gyouyi, Nuclear family, Nursing homes, Oku Mumeo,
Ombu, Parental power, Legal definition of parent and child, Parenti-
cide, Paternalism, Pension, Preschool education, Primogeniture, Pub-

lic assistance, Margaret Sanger, Japan’s corporate worriors: A dying

breed

(b) HEMAE:
Achievement, Bullying, Central council for education, Childhood and
child rearing, Children’s day, Child welfare, Child welfare law, Com-
munity education, Culture center, History of education, Education,
Order of education, Education system reform, Imperial rescript on
education, Middle school

() BARA&ICHET5IHH:
Aging population, Batsu, Burakumin, Bureaucracy, Bushido, Citizen’s
movement, Protection of civil liberties, Comic magazines, The Manga
kingdom, Community, Company housing, Conciliation, Conflict reso-
lution, Court ranks, Crime, Criminal investigation, Criminal law,

Criminal procedure, Culture center, Disease, Drug, Drug abuse, Emi-
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gration, Principal Destinations of Japanese emigrants, 1868—-1941,
Emperor, Foreigners in Japan, Legal status of foreigners, Foreign
workers, Freedom and people’s rights movements, Freedom of assem-
bly, Freedom of association, Freedom of contract, Freedom of infor-
mation system, Freedom of religious faith, Regulation of freedom of
speech, Gakubatsu, Gakureki Shakai, Gambling, Games, Genealogy,
Gift giving, Groups, Gumbatsu, Hanbatsu, Iemoto, Inns, Selected indi-
cators of Japan’s foreign relations, Japanese Americans, Japanese na-
tionals residing abroad, Japanese studies abroad, Juku, Juvenile crime,
Keibatsu, Kodan Jutaku, Kum:, Land problem, Life cycle, Magazines,
Manga, Mass communications, Minority groups, Misog:, Museums,
Neighborhood associations
(d) BEBItR:

Administrative guidance, Dajokan (Grand council of state), Democ-
racy, Deregulations, Diet, Elections, Executive branch of the govern-

ment, Judicial system, Local government, Nationalism.

5. #REE

CHE THEREFEICVLELREM ESELRMIIOWTHB L2, Th%
BRI BALES DD FNATH LD (FIEKED Y 7 522K,
FOWERIE, EHEM E UTHIABR D The Outnation & Transcending Stereo-
types ©fER L. WA THFAENHABETHHERANDOHEAEIEIIN§ 55
R ELER % "Weekly Cultural Observations & L Citk &4, Fh xR
DIRETHERMLBELER S, TEMTHY LIFoNET7—<id, K4k
THIMFERLBEXLBRIC L - T, L YRVHAL - BFREZITV. FHIRIIEEG
» 5T —<%BIZETHIL (Term-Paper) I EE 5, FFEAEORILIE
BRACE L CTid, EFPENHEREEZEEZT .

BEEE LOEBRLELT, ROZEPHIFOND, Thbh, #EO
AT, SRR - 4% - 5207 - §EF - S8 EE) - UL - B3
DIFFER L) L. HLAEMOBERNI L DT A+ I v 7 ZHEBEKRIZED
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PRESIND, ZITIE, —A—ANDORESINBEIFARRROBLE 25,
Bzl 5T, HEANE BAHKIZDWTHEHTLI LIE, S DHE
HDOHTHEELRT—THH., TNFICEZEBEMONE L IR
BrL bbb, RIS, 7T A AH50FEE T ZFOMEMmITH B
HEDLFAEIZX ZZETMAE 20 14 F/IT- TEAD. FRIEHFEOF
B LAY, HUKMOBBERITEBBEHNELY., FHICHET 5720
ICEHEELFETH LS. HARIZ, EFVHEHL TV L5HEIRIZISIHEH D |
SEREEFMTH 5o

1. B¢

IHETHEBEDORENE EEIREIIOVWTHRTE A, HULL
T EFEHGVHFLEETI2HELZREZ LB L2V, TTH
—ICEFEORMETH S, #Hlaid, BARIE ATIIHEFE TR EDOL HIZRB TN
XTHAHHD, Nabk LTEZ BN AHDIE. Manifest vs. Latent, Obvious
vs. Hidden, Overt vs. Covert 2 EWEZ b5, LA LA s, EIEIZE
MRLTH, EWI 7 F X P EFEREOTHRLEMRIZLCR RV B
12, BEANL LToRRIIZ., E4CLTHARZRHFTE 20w, bhtb
NPENH LA TS HARM S EEICH 4 5 —iEHRE LToMEE
WmEld, BEHELEOZFNERRTHBIZRL2WIEES W, ZD7:20,
REOBBIIRETFHOE»ZHMNZ2ET LD Y. FHPITITFMND
BRIPOEBTE > CTHRCHEN TEFADORVEHHEENAERINS, H=
12 BFOHSBRRFRIFERII L -2 ZOFRRIZHLAT HEHHE
HUITHEFETIHFERIZEON W L% v, 72T DEHOFMRIZIZEFH
EHNDVHD 5. BMIZ, HFEIL->THREZEXLTHY, HELD
B E&RN - EBERNIITbI S, OB, AXEH.0F 2 (Ethnocen-
trism) DRFIRBHEEVH D Lh I LR 7% 328 (Ethnorelative
Views) 705, HAXAL - #h&x2 R4 Z &k W EEAH B, TDT L
. MPECHEMOMFISEE ) LHETLDH 5,

ZHICH LT, HRABEIVESRZ L3S 455, H-10. BEbLE
FEEITH L TR ORI 21T 2 &1k, B LEENS 1 7
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T—7 % DBB. B, HAMLEHEZ~OWREBIZL Y, fit - BIXAL
T LENEEHREREDL ) 2, £, AEFEEAEBANOHRLS N LBAE
AL HREBETH I ENUEL, FHIIE, FHFEELORRIZLD,
BXALDA4A L DNEVW L2, HEOTKRE COEEM TR CERT
LREREVH/ONDL,

FTEEE: I R)

Japanese Society: Japanese Social Behavior

Nagoya Gakuin University

Institute for Japanese Studies

Fall, 2001 Prof. KomaTsu, Teruyuki
(CEHREE)

Course Outline

The comprehensive study of the Japanese social and cultural pat-
terns will require a complex interdisciplinary approach from such
areas as psychology, cultural anthropology, sociology, social-psy-
chology and other related sciences. 'Taking the above consider-
ation, this course places main focus on Japanese people’s ways of
thinking and behavior. Besides the theoretical learning, students
are expected to acquire first-hand cultural observation as much as
possible, and take every opportunity to immerse the self into vari-
ous “social situations” and meet people in Japan. The experiential
learning definitely enhances the students’ knowledge and insight
into Japanese people and culture.

Three key issues for learning are as follows:

1. 'To learn key concepts and ideas which are important ingredi-
ents for understanding the intricate relationship between
Japan’s social system and people’s social behavior.

2. To expose yourself as much as possible in various social

situations to observe characteristic aspects of Japanese ways

136




HARADHSTHRE EAE - [TBO X bhEA:

of thinking and behavior. Also, objectively observe your
own behavior and gain insight into the steady process of
adjustment and acculturation into the Japanese society.

3. By reading The Outnation written by Jonathan Rauch, orga-
nize your independent thinking and acquire constructive criti-
cism on the Japanese people and society. Also acknowledge
the importance of ethnorelative views for cross-cultural com-

parison.

Class Schedule
Note: The required weekly readings to be completed before class
meets. An asterisk mark “*’ indicates an assignment for a report

paper.

1-1. Self-introduction.

What can you tell us about Japanese culture and society?
What are the most interesting subjects you wish to learn and
research?

How do you approach to the study of Japanese social behavior?
Outline of the course work.

1-2. Introduction to the Japanese Society.

Meaning of interdisciplinary approach to the Japanese social
behavior. Explanation on textbooks and resource materials.
Textbooks:

(1) The Outnation, (2) Transcending Stereotypes, (3) Japa-
nese Ways of Thinking, (4) Kodansha’s Japan, and (5) Intro-
duction to Japanese Society.

2. Learning analytical views and perspectives on the subject.
Discussion on several key concepts/ideas from Transcending
Stereotypes. (40 pages)

(1) Giving and Receiving, (2) Tatemae and Honne, (3) Omote
and Ura, (4) Up and Down, and (5) Inside and Outside
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Continuation of the discussion on the above theme.

Learning key issues from An English Dictionary of Japanese
Ways of Thinking. (60 pages)

Discussion on selected topics from the textbook. Major issues
are as follows:

(1) Views on nature and culture, (2) Society, (3) Interpersonal
relationship (social psychology), (4) Idea of self, (5) Customs
and manners, (6) Expressions on feelings and emotion
Continuation of the discussion on the above theme.

Students need to review textbook 1 & 2, and prepare to submit
the first two-page report paper on Outnation 1.

The Outnation 1. (Foreword No. 16)

Brief overview of the Japanology studies, Meaning of individual
and collective behavior, Coziness, Yamato ways, Emperor-God,
Singularity, and homogeneity, Japan handlers vs. Japan bashers,
and Kerretsu.

Continued discussion on #1.

The Outnation 2. {(No. 17-25)

Japanese social system, Xenophobia, Introduction-only, Christ-
mas cake, Omiai, American crusaders, Salaryman’s life, Con-
cept of Ie, and Housing situation which affect peoples life cycle.

Continued Discussion on #2.

*10. The Outnation 3. (No. 26—40)

11.

Tokyo, City planning, Middle class consciousness, Salaryman’s
T'atemae and Honne, City’ s safety, Media perceptions, Virtue
and endurance, Kasoka gensho, Social time scales, Efficiency,
Perfection and concentration, Sense of beauty, and Ethnic 1s-
sues.
The Outnation 4. (No. 41-49)

Japanese language and its psycho-social characteristics, Feudal
system based on personal relationships, Distinction between

people and social institutions, National lie, Myth of homogene-
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ity, Wareware nihonjin (we Japanese), and Three social systems
for managing conflict.

Last Class: Wrap-up session.

Assignment

1.

Reading Assignment: Students are required to read text-
books. 'The main textbook i1s The Outnation and the other
three are resource materials to deepen the understanding of the
key issues raised in the main textbook.
Class Discussion: Class discussion is an essential part of learn-
ing in this class. For an effective contribution in the class
discussion, you must read textbooks, research in the library,
watch various media for news, read newspapers, meet with
various people, and summarize your weekly cultural/social ob-
servations.

Weekly Cultural/Social Observation: Each week, please bring

one to two questions on Japanese social behavior you have

observed, and wish to clarify/discuss the cultural cues behind it.

Your choice of subject(s) should have keen relationship to the

Japanese people and society with the particular emphasis on

their ways of thinking and behavior.

Report Paper: Students are required to submit three report

papers on the main textbook The Outnation as indicated with

the asterisk marks “¥’. Requirements are;

(1) From each assigned section, select two most interesting
issues/subjects you like to write about. First, interpret
the subject, then discuss and summarize your opinion.
Questions are also welcomed.

(2) Write minimum of two pages, double spaced, and use A X
4 size paper.

(3) Delay of the report paper will not be accepted for grading.

Term Paper: A minimum of seven pages with 10 reference
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materials, i.e., books and journal articles. Use A X 4 size paper

with double space.

(1) Deadline: December 9 (Thurs.) 1999

(2) A research topic must be consulted with the instructor
before writing. (Early consultation is welcomed.)

(3) Begin your research early and submit an outline of your
research topic latest by November 11 (Thurs.)

Evaluation
1. Grading is based on the following criteria.
20%: Effective participation in the class discussion.

20%: Three report papers on The Outnation.
60%: Term Paper

Textbooks
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Transcending sterveotypes: Discovering Japanese culture and edu-
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