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Anxiety and Hope on Screen:
An Autoethnographic Inquiry of Teaching
College Hybrid Online Courses in
Japan under COVID-19 Cirisis

Tajima Noriaki

Abstract:

This is an autoethnographic exploration of teaching online college courses of
communication studies by a middle-aged, married cisgender male instructor in Japan
under COVID-19 crisis. By and through describing my personal experience, I
attempt to show how it was intertwined with socioeducational issues in Japan. The
paper highlights my choice of hybrid teaching style, a combination of synchronic
video conferences and asynchronic, on-demand lecture movies.
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2. 2020 FHE. REERY 57
(Hmgg)
And let us take care of ourselves. Bring on the lake,
the video games, the sourdough, the woods,
the Bach and punk; bring us everything that keeps
us going. And everything we wish for ourselves,
let us wish it for our students, and everything we wish

for our students, let us wish it for ourselves.

To live an altered life that is still full of meaning,
to keep learning and dreaming in a time of crisis,
to let crisis influence us but not dissuade us

so that it's not our roadblock, but our material.

Let us continue this experiment together,
with every precaution possible, borne of commitment,
curiosity and love. Let us be open to transformation.
- Julie Gard (2020)
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3. 2020 FEFEFH. RV U-CDREHIDSZEEET DT
I download TikTok instead of doing my work.
A pile of emails builds up in my inbox.
The coffee shop where I work makes me come in for a shift

not enforcing any precautionary measures.

The CDC can't make up their mind about face masks —

The bloggers I follow are still telling people to use essential oils.
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Sometimes I think I have a fever knowing our thermometer may not work.

I probably don't have a fever; I make my husband check anyway.

I watch all eight seasons of Game of Thrones in 12 days.
When Game of Thrones ends. I feel less like I want to get out of bed.
Getting restless, staring at walls,
I can't fall asleep without Benadryl.”’
(Fk)
- Emily M. Goldsmith (2020)
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I do not want asynchronic

It does not have a tonic

I do not want synchronic

It cannot be symphonic
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6. 2021 F 1A, NAIZHE>7Fh
The problem is not that the grades are gone (or mostly gone) ; the problem is that
we need help finding new ways of thinking about learning since what was once a
focus is now either completely off the table, changed to pass/fail, or optional for
many. This is where you can help. Help us connect by making virtual learning fun,
engaging, and different.
—-Emma Grace Lehmann (2020)
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