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Populism Observed in the 2016 US

Presidential Election:
How the Rust Belt Gave Rise to the
Trump Administration?

Takasuct Tadaaki

The prosperity of the American economy after World War Il was
supported by white workers of the automobile, steel, coal, and textile
industries. Protected by trade unions, they supported the post-war
golden age of the American economy. However, amid the rapid
economic globalization that has progressed since the 1980s, jobs have
outflowed overseas. Information technology has become more
sophisticated and automation of work has been pursued, which resulted
in growing unemployment and declining wages. To aggravate the
situation for them, immigrant workers began to surge in the 1980s and
flow into the labor market. They took the jobs that otherwise would have
gone to them. In addition, organizations such as trade unions and co-
operatives that had protected their interests became weaker. The sense of
stagnation and despair of those workers who had been forgotten amid the
prosperity of America as well as their anger at the established politics
were smoldering like magma in the undercurrent of the American
society. Donald Trump and Bernard Sanders spoke for those people and
pushed Trump into presidency. Why did the Tea Party Movement and
the Occupy-Wall-Street movement emerge during the 2016 presidential
election? Why did Trump defeat Hillary Clinton of the Democratic
Party, who many had seen as a safe candidate? While addressing these
questions, the author would like to analyze the voting results in the Rust
Belt, the battleground of this election, and discuss American populism.
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