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Legal Support for the Divorced Mothers and the
Mixed Nationality Children who Returned to

Vietnam: Focus on Activities by Korean
NGO in the Mekong Delta Region

Iwa1 Misaki

In recent years, the number of transnational divorces has increased
rapidly since the mid-2000s. Consequently, there has been a noticeable
presence of children known as “unrecognized” in the Vietnamese media.
These children are the offspring of Vietnamese women married to
Korean or Taiwanese men, who have returned to Vietnam following
divorce (separation) . The return home due to the failure of international
marriage brought many difficulties to the women and their mixed
nationality children. Besides of the complex procedures and judicial costs
of an international divorce, social exclusion in local community distresses
divorced women. Most of them run to the big cities because of both
economic difficulties and inferior feeling. As a result, citizenship of return
migrant children is greatly restricted. Vietnam Women’s Union and a
Korean NGO are strongly taking the initiative to solve complex
problems concerning divorced mothers and their children. At the same
time, international divorce has had a great impact on local institutions
such as courts, public schools and commune governments in rural areas,
Vietnam. and its legal resolution has led to the globalization of the
agencies of Vietnam at the local level.
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