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Studying Japanese Vocabulary and Writing
Proficiency of University Students from
Diverse Linguistic Backgrounds

Wakako Hirose, Naoko NisHI, Junko HIROSAKI

This paper looks at the results of vocabulary and essay-writing tests
conducted at the Kanda University of International Studies in 2017. The
vocabulary test involved 33 participants, 12 of whom also participated in
the writing test. Using the item response theory (IRT) procedure, we
found the vocabulary test results ranged from “second-year junior high
school” levels up to “the third-year of high school and above” levels.
Additionally, quantitative and qualitative analysis on the writing test
results showed variation across the factors of “writing fluency,”

» o« » o«

“vocabulary diversity,” “sentence complexity,” “accuracy,” and
“organization and content.” It became apparent that there were individual
differences in writing ability. Furthermore, through questionnaires and
interviews, the students were found to come from diverse language
backgrounds, making it difficult to generalize about their Japanese
language abilities. We suggest that language education, whether for
Japanese or other languages, should be provided on the assumption that

students have diverse linguistic backgrounds.
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