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A Look at the Educational Significance
of the MULC through the Activities of
the Brazilian Portuguese Area

Kazue ImasaTo, Tomoko YOSHINO

The Multilingual Communication Center (MULC) is a place to support
and promote student learning — most notably, learning of twelve
languages, autonomy, and cross-cultural understanding — outside of class.
At the MULC, students can experience various languages and cultures
by feeling as if they were studying abroad. In the seven language areas,
traditional buildings are displayed, and each area has books and
educational materials through which students can learn about different
regions. Students also can learn about these regions by participating in
the cultural events held at each language area. Furthermore, MULC is a
designated space for students to use the language they are studying by
communicating with teachers and exchange students during the “chat-
time” hour. Additionally, MULC is a space for socializing, not only
between the students in the same major, but also with students outside
their various majors. In this paper, focusing on these aspects, we discuss
the educational significance of the MULC and describe some activities
held in the Brazilian Portuguese Area during the 2009-2014 academic
years. By observing these activities and analyzing some preliminary
results from questionnaires answered by the students, we discuss
multilingual / multicultural communication at the MULC.
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