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Introduction: Language Acquisition and
Language Use in the MULC as a
Multilingual Communication Setting

Sau Kuen Fan

The aim of this special issue is twofold. Firstly, to commemorate the 10™
anniversary of the Multilingual Communication Center (MULC) at
Kanda University of International Studies (KUIS) founded in 2008,
this special issue is dedicated to serve as an academic platform to discuss
some major pedagogical attempts and achievements of foreign language
teaching and learning through reviews of activities which have taken
place in various language areas within the MULC. Through such
discussions, this issue also aims to shed light on the significance of
language acquisition and language use in a uniquely designed and laid
out open space for autonomous learning of 7 different languages (i.e.
Chinese, Korean, Indonesian, Vietnamese, Thai, Spanish, Brazilian
Portuguese)?, and for the promotion of initiative communication
through one’s target language and across the boundary of languages.

There are six papers in this special issue. In the first paper, Fujita, the
first director of MULC, gives an overview of the curricular and
administrative background for the development of MULC as a
multilingual communication center. Imasato & Yoshino, Aono, Pornsri
and Suyoto deal with issues related to the teaching of Brazilian
Portuguese, Chinese, Thai and Indonesian as a foreign language
respectively. The authors in these four papers discuss how to reinforce
foreign language teaching and learning through concepts such as
plurilingualism, motivation, community of practice, and interactive-
contextual mechanism. In the last paper, Aoto draws our attention to
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multilingual and multicultural issues in the real world through an
analysis of Paraguay’s linguistic rights and bilingual education under the
current language policy.
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TWb 2 a2t T 5, PELBIZ CoOPNOBME B U T, 7 A 5ExER
A ERB L, MRHTEL2 DL ALNE, RRL T, Ko
15> TWBIGEEZ CoP OWEEIZHEDTVTHH L. S 51 CoP D% I
D T % 720 I EEEEE OB I B % ol O BER & ORI IZ DO W T
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1) https://www.kandagaigo.ac.jp/kuis/main/campuslife/facilities/mulc/



