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Abstract

Research seminars involving senior thesis projects arguably provide the ideal context for
realizing student-centered learning approaches such as project-based learning and
inquiry-based learning in undergraduate education at Japanese universities. These
approaches not only allow students to direct their own learning, but also provide students
with opportunities to learn the socially valued ways of acting, thinking, and talking
(Wells, 1999; see also Beckett, 2006; Kobayashi, 2006), thus serving as an important
context for academic discourse socialization (ADS). However, only a few studies have
examined undergraduate students’ ADS in research seminars offered at Japanese
universities. The present study therefore examined what learning opportunities research
seminars afforded two groups of students working closely. Participants were 32 members
of two undergraduate seminars, both current and past. Data were collected primarily
through a questionnaire that asked the participants to respond to open-ended questions.
Additional data included the researcher’s journal entries and students’ written products.
Participants’ responses were analyzed through constant comparison and then crudely
quantified. The analysis indicated that most students considered their joint academic
retreats to be an important activity/event that characterized their seminars, suggesting

that they served as a major locus for intergenerational as well as interinstitutional
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interactions. The analysis also showed that they all found it challenging to read academic
articles, written in English, and that several students employed discipline-specific

learning strategies to deal with this problem.
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Learning is not a spectator sport. Students do not learn much just by sitting in
class listening to teachers, memorizing prepackaged assignments, and spitting out
answers. They must talk about what they are learning, write about it, relate it to
past experiences, apply it to their daily lives. They must make what they learn

part of themselves. (p. 3)

Chickering and Gamson |%, BlHAR—Y Z5[EHWICH L, FONE, HETOFEE
iz, B COHBEINTENELZIERL LY, BExa2bEs Lz 15
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As an approach to education, inquiry also gives full recognition to the mutually
constitutive relationship between individual and society. On one hand, it builds
upon first-hand experiences and interests of individual students and encourages
them to be agentive in directing their own learning, on the other, it seeks to equip
them with the socially valued ways of thinking and acting—the modes of
knowing and the practices and systems of concepts developed in the communities

of the various disciplines (Wells, 1999, p. 121).
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B—FEMWDHE L. FEPBSTELOHMLSBHOLFEADRR A RIFEEICE N
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BINLOFEWNICHET2EMKTT, FEMICHZHT RN 6T 57017 LL
Bz TLIEE N,

1. What assignments and activities characterize the seminar?

2. How important is English in your seminar? What are some of its roles? How does it
related to the activities you have listed above?

3. What academic knowledge and skills have you gained from the seminar?

4. What are some of the challenges that you faced? How did you cope with them? What
strategies did you find helpful?

5. What values are promoted?
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