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Introduction: A Look at Globalization
through Challenges of Social,
Language and Political Problems
in the Portuguese Speaking World

This special issue aims to consider globalization from the viewpoint of
challenges in regard to social, language and political issues which have
attracted considerable attention in the Portuguese speaking world. While
the Portuguese language (portugués or lingua portuguesa) has been
developed and become the official language in Portugal, it has also
claimed an equal and/or quasi legal status under various language policies
in many countries outside Europe. With an estimated total Portuguese
speaking population of over 260 million (mostly residing in Brazil), an
intergovernmental organization named Community of Portuguese
Language Countries (Comunidade dos Paises de Lingua Portuguesa or
CPLP) was established in July 17", 1996. It is significant to note that in
spite of the fact that English is now the most widely used medium for
international communication, the scale of CPLP has been on the way of
expansion. For instance, among many countries which attempt to enter
the organization, East Timor and Equatorial Guinea were successful to
become a member state in 2002 and 2014 respectively. As far as Japan is
concerned, the historical connection with Brazil and the increasing
number of Brazilian Japanese since the 1990s cannot be ignored. During
the 2014 CPLP summit held in East Timor, Japan, together with
another three nations, was granted a status of associate observer.

There are five papers in this special issue. The first two papers (Takagi
and Meireles) deal with problems in the Japanese community in Brazil
and the overseas Brazilian community respectively. More specifically,
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Takagi’s paper provides a historical review of the development of the
Japanese community in Brazil, explaining how Nikkei overcame the
obstacles and had been accepted in the Brazilian society. In the second
paper, Meireles discusses transnational activism in the overseas Brazilian
community by looking at how the contexts of reception of immigrants
can affect the activities of organizations.

The third and the fourth paper (Yoshino and Okuda) brought attention
to language issues among Portuguese speakers in the global era. Yoshino
first outlines some significant changes proposed in the Orthographic
Agreement which entered into force in Brazil and Portugal in 2009. She
then analyzes how the orthographic reform has been linked to the extra-
linguistic context in Brazil and Portugal, by examining the social
responses to the agreement in both countries. Okuda discusses the
current language policy in East Timor and the evolving social position of
Portuguese as an authoritative language. It is claimed that Portuguese has
begun to function as an authoritative language.

The last paper (Masukata) analyzes the recent political situation in
Brazil. By looking back to the policy performance and challenges which
the Worker’s Party (Partido dos Trabalhadores, PT) as the ruling party
brought into Brazil’s political economy, the author concludes with some
implications from the results which determined the course of Brazilian
politics towards presidential election in 2018.
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