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Abstract

This paper attempts to consider the method that is used in teaching Thai writing to
Japanese learners in a Japanese university. It explains the method used in the basic
writing for the freshman and sophomore classes and how students make mistakes in their
writing.

Differences between Thai and Japanese language cause some obstacles to Japanese
learners. Japanese people memorize words by the shape of Chinese characters while Thai
words comprise of consonants and vowels. It is a challenge for Japanese learners to spell
Thai words properly only through the sound they heard. This paper argues that applying
Japanese way of learning words, i.e. using shapes of Thai letters to suggest proper

meanings, helps Japanese people to write Thai words effectively.
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