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Abstract

Seido Miyatake (1912-1944) was a pioneer of Indonesian language study in Japan before
and during the Pacific War. Although he was an excellent linguist who did not belong to
any academic institution, he compiled both the first Japanese-Indonesian dictionary, and
the most comprehensive Indonesian-Japanese dictionary in the world. As this was made
before Indonesia’s independence, the language of these dictionaries was still neither
developed nor reflective of the modernized conditions seen after the war.

This paper focuses on three points. First, his activities as an Indonesian linguist with
respect to Indonesian language is discussed. Second, the strength of his Indonesian-Malay
dictionary is explained. Thirdly, a hypothetical analysis of the strength of his dictionary i.e.

new words is made in comparison with the words today.
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