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An Observation on the U.S. Responses
to “the North Korean Crisis” with
an Emphasis on the Foreign Policy

toward North Korea during the Bush
and the Obama Administrations

Sarto Naoki

This article is designed to examine the foreign policy of the Bush and
the Obama Administrations toward “the North Korean Crisis” by deal-
ing with a series of interactions of the U.S. and North Korea on the
Six-Party Talks which the Bush Administration launched. The Six-
Party Talks which aimed at “dismantling of all nuclear programs of
North Korea” achieved some agreements such as the Joint Statement,
Initial Actions for the Implementation of the Joint Statement, and Sec-
ond-Phase Actions for the Implementation of the Joint Statement. How-
ever, fulfillment of those agreements became ambiguous and uncertain
because of continual U.S.-North Korea confrontation. The Obama Ad-
ministration decided to adopt the containment policy toward North
Korea mainly through economic sanctions. Nevertheless, developments
of the nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles by North Korea remain
unchecked. The Administration then considered to put effective pressure
on North Korea to stop those developments in terms of U.S.-China co-
operation. However, pressure on North Korea is not effective enough,
and the containment policy of the Administration is thus not working
well.
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