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Global Hypergamy?:
A Case Study of Vietnamese Female
Spouses in Taiwan

YokoTA Sachiko

The goal of this study was to examine whether marriage immigrants into
Taiwan achieve “global hypergamy” or not. International marriage of
Han Taiwanese men with foreigners became common in Taiwan begin-
ning at the end of the 1980s, i.e. after the abolition of the martial law.
The female spouses are chiefly from Mainland China, followed by
Southeast Asian countries such as Vietnam, Indonesia, Thailand, and
Cambodia. Anthropologists and Sociologists have assumed that those
female marriage immigrants intend to achieve “global hypergamy,” across
the gap of economic growth between Taiwan and their homelands.
However, this is not what actually occurs in many cases I researched,
because these women’s Taiwanese husbands are apt to belong to the
lower class of citizenry, and also the immigrants themselves tend to have
poor academic backgrounds, leaving them eligible for only bottom-level
jobs in Taiwan. They are engaged in part time jobs in farm fields, fac-
tories, restaurants, or in any other side job at home (machine assembly
etc.), with the incomes below national average. In the case of the Viet-
namese marriage immigrants, women can improve the economic condi-
tions of their families to some extent by sending money home, whereas
they themselves tend to remain in the same lower-class positions as their

husbands.
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