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An Analysis of the Relationship between
Length of the Utterance and Amount of
Information in Chinese Advanced Learners
of Japanese: the Case of Refusing Requests

MENG Yun

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between the
length of an utterance and the amount of information in Chinese ad-
vanced learners of Japanese. This research is based on politeness theory,
and data was collected using a Discourse Completion Test. A total of
215 significant responses were obtained from 49 native Japanese speakers,
59 native Chinese speakers and 107 Chinese learners of Japanese. The
Japanese learners were divided into three groups according to length of
residence in Japan. The data was analyzed using the semantic formulas
method, which is common in the field of comparative pragmatics and
interlanguage pragmatics. In addition, the author analyzed the utter-
ances in terms of letters of the Japanese syllabary. Results showed that
as length of residence in Japan increased, the utterances of Chinese ad-
vanced learners of Japanese became longer than those of the native
Japanese speakers, and that in these advanced learners variations in the
amount of information contained in conversation are related to variations
in the length of the utterance. Furthermore, the results showed that
when measuring the length of an utterance, the number of semantic for-
mulas could not be counted precisely using the conventional method for
semantic formulas.
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F—TU—F: EHEoORS, HHE, TEINHARGE EREEE M4

(EC®HI

HAFEFEZOPIZIE, ERHEEMTOHERED B TH->TH, 2
3227 —=2 a3 VPARALA=RIZWD W EWHIEIZLIFLITEIRT 5%
BEPNDL, THIESEFHLALVICEEE ST, HETULREF A + %
ADNV—=NVDENGE ELEbo TWAEDTHE, TD2H, IFE, AR
EHEB LB AFEBOVHEEE OWERNRIE. HF - TERE - im0
LARUH L, BB - EHGRO LRIV E TIEA - TE2 (F2004, 27H) o £
DH B, HARFEFEZOFEHRNE OBAIZE CIE, FBEHRNRY OF
TEMEED 1 2& LT, HAGEFEHEVPHAB CHAREEEE 232
Zr—=varvi ARl L3RS VT EL L) BIRSEFHI T
o TERERLKMEIREIFEICE DR (FAR) oz, M2, 2&3%
MR HEREBIZEZRICR-TLESDTAHI I Wih b, FEHGRN
BEICHT AN E SNED, BEDIII VTG RII2=r—Ya
9 AHLTIRREZEEEL S (1 2004, 54 H)o ARTIE, I
T2 WD) ITACBWT, ZORFEORS, 2F0)., SR, &
ZENLEWRREROLFE R OWGEE - TEEBO L) 2RO ORFEOMEHFLRE
IS E YT, BRARY LRI X 200 5. HARESE B O5RGE
DEX L HAREHEME E ORE E5T 5.

1. EITHR EHREE

WD ICB T2 HARBEFEBZOEHGNRBAER L -EFE L DL L
Ty By - A (1993). AR (1994). FEE (2004). Roungtheera (2004)
&% (2008) DWFENZET HNLE, TS DHEATIIZEIX. B ITAICBWT
HAGESE B GEHRNEES A O N EEHLTws, L2l Ihb
DFATHRDOHFIIE, FEBOHARGE L N Zifp—RETHED T T\
v BRFEOXHBIZLALARXVDITETDHO0E D 57205, TOEY
PRIZEERICTH B, D720, HERFEOFHELD, BBET A bOFERIZ X
LNV bIFOIE) DFEEHEDOHARERDZ LV EBINHCX5EE 2
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2-1 BEXNRE

KON RE Z LT D 1 ITRT,

— IR 2SR K R B 12O T, HARGEFH T H ARG R &
DML b L BbN DA, RFEOWMENLHETHS JSL & J]
DYE. TDOEHI TR LS Lhr o EERDH S, £ T, TUNA bR
RS HHWAEFECTHAEZMH L TWASEE O, HAREESE L 0
flRIL % 7 >~ — MIRAET TR 7zo JSL & J] & O#EfE O A R
BE LT, ZoOIEHMZHETY 7 b®D R @ Shapiro-Wilk normality test T
TAR7ze TOFRER, p-value 5005 L ETH o722 NS, EHSAMALT
WhERZ L, XoT, 285X MY v 7 BigD— IR E 5 AT %
15720 ZORER WA AR L 25122010 T, JSL I JJ & oFEfiid %
BT ERMGETE 72,

2-2 T—ADNEFE

AFTIE, DCT FGEERT A M) ZHWTTF—7 Z U L7z, DCT &
BiiE. AMoMTOR) LEZOMTINTIEL EEEANLZEH
MO I NG, BHEEIR2DEBY ThH 5,

K DT D722\ DCT O X 9 et AGRAETIE. By v a5
BEMEATAEE LTIRZLZEDRHE LV, LML, DCTOREE LT, b
SEORTATEOMM PR TX L L, KEORGET— 7 2 AT
ROONDLZ &, A LRGN EVHRAAD L Z LR ENEITOLNL, &
512, DCT TIHEBOAKFETHLNLIEBRARXNRL A b7 7V — % Bi58
T5IZ EMNTES (Beebe and Cummings, 1996) L b Twb, Pl
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2 | EEoAGE ez HIND
3 |HLwvLEA REEHIND
4 | BERHFVFETI LRV EH | ER¥ERZEIND

X9 DCTOREZEML. ATk, T—7ONERELLTDCT
PRHTAZEICLT,

2-3 T—ADRNFEE

2-3-1 BERARICL B DFHE

FEENAEDSHE. DCT THE OSN350 b ERAR 2B L Th 5.
ZOERANREBERENICHHEY Lz, BHRARIT () (B k eat {#
i}t {(FEO (R} {BIfRAER ) {Jbik) (e} (1) {6tk KGR {Mx
Mg {Zzo6w - HoB ) (IR IRl (BB {(Z2oftl} o 1712
SHEL7z. ek, BRAKI { ) &FRT 5,

AENIRDOFMIN TRERERARDGN 21T 5 720 DHTICHED - 72D 13 EH
ROHARGERE ZHL L T b HRANDOKFBEA: 2 4 L hERESRE % B
LTWBHARANDOREREE1HTH S, T3 J] & JSLAH A DFEFHFIZDOW
TOT—IPERARXDO EOREICHELYT 202, FHTHRH LTV,
2o —Jiv CCOTF—%1%, &£, WEANOHERET S % — 14, W
EGEICHFICHERECTH 2 HEIANY 1 4. HAGEZ B L Tw b READ KRS
BeA 1 5428 ]] & JSL OFT— % LR FETHET L7z DWW T, L
o7 — 5 2FbH o CTRAOKW T - 720 SO HIM DI 72613
RN R U, RSO 2 N 723583585 L& THI L7z &9 L
TOHOHW D —FH L WV EOREGFICRY . FEZHW L. 2RI
(&, JJ & JSL O 7 — 15 % R W O o —HEE I 89.5%. CC i
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B, TEZNRETD ORI © 4 DOFREGELZ BTV L 720, (78U
(I} {BiH]} (W) L) 4 DOEHRARDN B - TV B &0 S,
FNENOERARNOHEIIZR 1 EA Y Y b5, T, RELHTIOY
Ay LT DX %3G H - 72,

X BANCHHATHRIZHED ? PELIZHABZS 720, Wob FROWHM S,
(1) % (2) REDHH (3) FREDHH

DX BREDHY Y FOHFEEHLT, T(1) K%, & "REOHH
(2). 3)y &TH "THTLOMRZHR L2 VEORBI 2 & 210, ©
I DODOEREEEZHNTWDL LA EINEZ0, Ih6ET2RELT
{RE12ET 5,

SHDONA PREZEFRICASTOW VDT, FioTWABEITAEEE L
PHOFH (1) HHOFH (2)
250 THA

COLIBHHDOH Y Y PO KB LT, FHEOHM (1) 23 H O
() oMz, BHHOHH (1) & (2) &7 THFEORRITRR %
WHHOEH) D1 2OERAKXERZ @ TWL LR IhE, 2D
D, INLETEREGLT, Wi 120 (Bl L35,

EHIC, MUEHEEHLRY TG, BROKYELIZEN 2D OK
KB HEEZEZONLOT, 1HZE1EhT Y b5, B, BERARXD
HHBRETH)., HEEKTH S,
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2-3-2 XFHILBBHDTGE

KDL PRI L 250 MZROBEY TH B, 3. HAFHOHEFIIINA
WCHELT, RADBTHZ S, WatHz21F 52 LIZIZEAEDND LD
T, WFRIEEMANR—RIE SRR TANT S, AWERT Ty LE
BT = Z20FFEFANT L, /20 EXFREIIITONLEN SRR
W, SCGEE Y 7 & "TMicrosoft Wordy OHW D TXXF (AR—ZA%ED
W) EWwI) RV, CFEHEBR S, TLess "Ly "L &
ER1E—IWI%h5720, 1 LFEBR L. BEMIZIZUTORO XS
Thbo

CAADVFT LwoUDNBBLT FALGTVWEALZVWEL THAR
XFE: 28

3. HR

AR CTHOWAEBERAR L LEBEO T — 5 1200w Tk, FEROIERN %
WMatY 7 b @ R @ Shapiro-Wilk normality test & W TiiR7z, #EHE L
TlE. BZHD p-value 2 0.05 LT TH o722 M6, IEBSALTNES
EWRRZLIZ o7z 22T 287 2 MY v 7 g O—JCELE 53 5T
I2H 725 Kruskal-Wallis &) J Y35 X M) v ZREZIT-72. LTI
ZDRGRTH %o

3-1 EERARICE B3PI OMEER
T3, POV WEGE (K 3) L EEDOKGE (F4) IBEETHENLEEIC

x3 fhowvwkiE K4 HEOKE
FV—7 P B TV—7 P R E
1] 3.41 1.67 1] 2.86 1.14
JSLA 2.87 1.19 JSLA 2.92 1.28
JSL2 3.59 1.40 JSL2 2.73 1.12
JSL3 3.47 2.05 JSL3 3.13 1.48
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x5 BLw LW K6 LERHIVFHTILORVLER
Fv—7 P BERE Fhv—7  FIE S
1] 2.92 1.02 1] 2.78 0.87
JSL1 2.97 1.28 JSLA 2.66 0.91
JSL2 3.27 1.33 JSL2 3.16 1.21
JSL3 3.28 1.35 JSL3 3.22 1.62

x£7 EWHRARIT LS Kruskal-Wallis DR € k5 5

Wty FRR
OV WEEICHEETHE N6 x2 (3) = 4.25, ns.
B IEIHEEZHE NS x2 (3) =0.95, ns.
BLWERNKEZHENGE x? (3) =273, ns.
TRHEVFET LDV ERNIFRELHENTGE | ¢ (3) = 3.86, ns.

OWT, BRARXDOGHEOPIGME & 2 OREERAEZRT,

K, BLWER (K3 L EERHFVFEHET I DR BT (K o) 1Tk
ZHINTGLEICOVT, BERAROFRNOFIGHE L T OREHERAZ R
ER

51T, TNV —=THOERAXDR LD VPIEOFEAEZTNL 720
(2. Kruskal-Wallis DIRE 2175 720 £ DR, IO W IGE I 4 % 3
FNYa). TEEOIGEHEEZHEINLE). THLw ERIRER
HENEA,, TEEDT VT LR ERICEREXHE N SE )
D 4 ODYEATIZBWT, J] & JSL1. JSL2, JSL3 OMIZAE 2 ER)
RIIR SN D572 MPD Kruskal-Wallis DMERERI1IFK 7 DHE Y TH
%o

32 NFHILEBPIDOER
T3, POV WEGE (K 8) L HEDOKGE (K 9) IHEETFHE N AEI
DWT, LFEHDOFHE & ZFDOBEHERAE T R T
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EK8 DV IGE xK9 Wl KE
FVv—"7F  CPHE BRERE Fv—"7  IE R
1] 43.61 29.58 1] 28.10 13.13
JSL1 39.74 20.91 JSL1 38.34 18.02
JSL2 48.51 20.25 JSL2 41.76 18.69
JSL3 54.63 40.94 JSL3 44.31 27.49
F10 BlLwv LA K11 EEHIVFETIEORWLH
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JSL1 40.68 15.88 JSL1 41.82 12.84
JSL2 49.76 26.57 JSL2 52.81 28.99
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£ 12 LFHIZ X A Kruskal-Wallis D E 5 5

Wty ERR
POV EEICHEETEE N6 x2 (3) =529, ns.
B IGEIHEEZHE NS x? (3) = 15.98, p<.01
BLWERNKEZHEINGE x? (3) =5.70, ns.
TEHEFVFET LDV ERIIREZFINSE | 12 (3) = 14.26, p<.01

WIZ, LW EF] (F10) EEEHFVEFET I E DR ER (F 1) 125
EERPEENTLHEITOWT, XTFHOFYE L 2O R A Z R,

ZL T, ZNV—THOLTHDOFIIMEDOAEAZ MRS 72012, Krus-
kal-Wallis DIREZ 1T > 720 ZDFERITR 120D TH 5,

EHIT. FIV—THTHERERFERRDES iz TR EOSGEIE %
INGA & TEERHTIVETI LRV ERICEREZHINSA
IZBWT, &7V — T DFHHIZ OV T Mann-Whitney (2 X 5% Bk %
15720 K13 LR 14 DBZORETH 5.
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¥RV 7 20— DN X B PIEGFE 5% KETHE

R1BER14OTF=700, BEOIEMEEZHINLEICBVT
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JSL1-3 DREDIEFFENE & KT <,

TWOIE IS HINT,E

(7) ALIETXBITE, [1SL.1 C-3]
(8) D AIZEINTHA D, [JSL1 A-32)

221



Byfbaa=sr—3a V%8 421 %5 (2009 4E)

(9) 1HMES7=6. RALDRBITE, [JsL.2 B-3]
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