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Japan and Mexico:
400 Years of Japanese-Mexican Relations
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Abstract

The year 2009 was the 400" anniversary of Japan-Mexico relations.
Diplomatic relations between Japan and Mexico began in 1609 when present-
day Mexico was a Spanish colony called “Nueva Espafia” (New Spain). In this
article, historical evidence on connections between Japan, Nueva Espafia and
Spain in the “Grand Epoch of Navigations™ is examined. In addition, the politi-
cal and economic relations between Japan and Mexico during the modern
times of Meiji Era and also in the postwar period, is reviewed from the per-
spective of Japanese immigrants to Mexico, technology transfer and advance
of Japanese companies to Mexico.
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