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Debate as civic education :

Obeying the neoliberal order, or intervening in the political order?
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Abstract

As the neoliberal order become prevalent in Japan’s higher education,
argumentation scholars and debate teachers are prompted to adjust their practice so
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that it matters to students’ civic life. In order to maintain and enhance the value of
debate education, therefore, | suggest that it needs to reconsider the impact of
conventional advantage and disadvantage comparison format. I, in response, offer a
more active use of kritik (critique) arguments in Japan.
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1. LI

If the university does not take seriously and rigorously its role as a
guardian of wider civic freedoms, as interrogator of more and more
complex ethical problems, as servant and preserver of deeper democratic
practices, then some other regime or ménage of regimes will do it for us,
in spite of us, and without us.

——Toni Morrison (2001)"
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